Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.114; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.6.
In the title compound, C 15 H 12 N 2 O 2 , the dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 83.55 (11) In the crystal, the molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 3 2 ; (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Related literature
Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996); cell refinement: SMART; data reduction: SAINT (Siemens, 1996); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
al., 2005), special magnetism (Weber et al., 2007) and biological properties, for example, anticancer activities (Liu et al., 2010) . In the present paper, the synthesis and structure of a new Schiff base ligand is reported.
The crystal structure of the new ligand is given in Fig.1 . The molecular structure of the compound is not coplanar, the dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 83.55 °, it is almost perpendicular. The bond lengths and angles (Table 1) are within normal values (Allen et al.,1987) . In the crystal structure, the adjacent molecules are linked through 0-H···0 and N-H···O hydrogen bonding (Table 2) , to generate one-dimensional chain in direction ( Fig.2 ).
Experimental 2,3-indolinedione (5 mmol, 0.736 g) was dissolved in anhydrous ethanol (20 ml), then an anhydrous ethanol solution (10 ml) of 2-amino-4-methylphenol (5 mmol, 0.612 g) was slowly added. The mixture was refluxed for 4 h at 333k,and then cooled down to room temperature. A dark brown solid separated out. The solid was filtered off, washed several times with anhydrous ethanol and dried in vacuum drier. The dark brown single-crystal of the title ligand suitable for X-ray diffraction was trained in anhydrous ethanol at room temperature.
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.96 Å (methyl), 0.93 Å (methenyl), 0.93 Å (aromatic), and U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C). 
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